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Where do you start when you've got a legal research question? 

 

Get What You Pay For 
Lawyers pay over $300 a year to the Law Society for access to legal information in Ontario.  This includes 

about $35 to support CanLII, $200 to fund courthouse law libraries, and $100 for the Great Library in 

Toronto.  Your annual dues pay for resources you can access for free to support your practice. 

You already know where the primary law is.  If you don't have your own commercial legal publisher 

subscription, you can stop by a courthouse law library or the Great Library to use one.  All Law Society 

licensees – lawyers and paralegals – can use the Great Library, which is open 7 days a week.  All lawyer 

licensees can use all the courthouse law libraries, whether they are members of the local law 

association or not.  In addition to commercial licenses, there is also CanLII.  From a primary law 

perspective, you have some obvious choices. 

But what about secondary materials:  commentary, texts? 

Find Books 
This may seem old school but books remain a key starting point for Canadian legal research.  For one 

reason, lots of Canadian legal research texts aren't available electronically.  The easiest way to find a 

book is to use Infolocate.ca.  This is a discovery search tool managed by the Great Library.  It indexes the 

catalog that contains information about all Ontario courthouse libraries, the Great Library, and other 

resources.  It works like an online store, so you can filter out results that aren't a match. 

What you can do: 

 Search for a book and see which library has it.  Most books don't circulate, but you have access 

to all courthouse law libraries, whether you are a member of the local law association or not. 

 Find links to online resources, some free to access.  Links go to research databases you may 

license yourself, or which you can access in the local law library. 

 Find a book and can't get to a library?  Call the Great Library and ask them to help you.  We can 

e-mail you a table of contents, a chapter, or other portions (within copyright limits). 

http://infolocate.ca/


 

AccessCLE 
Infolocate will return information about continuing legal education (CLE or CPD) materials in library 

collections.  In some cases, it will link directly to them.  The Great Library has a second, CPD-dedicated 

tool called AccessCLE that has free downloads of Law Society CPD articles.  [Yes, it would be useful if it 

included CLE materials from other publishers; we've asked and found no interest in sharing.] 

What you can do: 

 Full text keyword search all Law Society CPD sessions since 2004.  Or browse them if you 

prefer, by practice area. 

 When you find a session – all articles are linked to their particular conference, but are individual 

– you can read it online.  Or you can download the full PDF for free. 

There is a short embargo period (the last 18 months) for recent CPDS where you can only read them 

online. 

 

http://accesscle.lsuc.on.ca/


HeinOnline 
The Great Library's HeinOnline subscription is one of those things that many lawyers say they would 

never use.  It is primarily a law journal database and started in the US.  In fact, we have more than 

25,000 views per month by hundreds of Law Society licensees.  In addition to Canadian law journals and 

historic legislative materials, it has US and UK journals and other materials. 

What you can do: 

 Search broader and more deeply across law journals than you can from your commercial legal 

publisher service.  HeinOnline goes back to Volume 1 of the journals it carries, unlike the disco-

era cut-off in most fee-based databases.  You can download any journal article as a PDF. 

 Use American Bar Association journals, which tend to be more practical and less academic than 

law school journals.  If you're looking for practice management resources, you can find current 

information in these publications. 

Contact the Great Library’s reference staff for information on how to access HeinOnline from your 

office. 

 

Use the Great Library from Where You Are 
Most legal research happens at a computer.  However, for those times when you want or need mobile 

access, you can get the same resources.  You can phone a reference librarian at the Great Library 9 to 5, 

Monday through Friday.  You can also use e-mail to ask a question or stop by our chat app.  You can do 

http://www.lsuc.on.ca/For-Lawyers/Manage-Your-Practice/Research/Research-Tools/#Remote_Access_to_HeinOnline


this on your desktop or download our Great Library app to get quick access through your phone or 

tablet. 

What you can do: 

 Search for books and other resources.  The app’s search function uses Infolocate’s index, so 

you’ll find books anywhere in the province, as well as online resources. 

 Ask a question.  The app will pop open your mobile e-mail or start a chat session.  It also lists 

the phone number so you can make a call. 

 Get some research pointers.  The Great Library has a number of research guides on its site, and 

these are quickly accessible to help you get started on your research. 

The app is available for iOS and Android devices.  If you have a Blackberry, you can sideload the Android 

app. 

  

 

http://lsuc.boopsie.com/

